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Pharmacology and Cherapeutics.
SULPHONAL IN BRUSSELS AND WURZBURG.

M. RENE VERHOGEN of Brussels, writing in La Cli7ziq2cc
on the use of sulphonal as he has seen it employed in Wurz-
burg under Professor Leube, mentions the great success

which was obtained by its means in cases of insomnia, even
when the patients were suffering from serious conditions,
such as cardiac disease or Bright’s disease, and when the
drug was given for a prolonged period, occasionally for as
much as three months. In many of the cases other drugs,
such as opium, were contraindicated. The dose usually
employed at Wiirzburg is fifteen grains, and it is found that
this is always sufficient ; it is sometimes given as a powder
and sometimes as an enema, when, although from its great
want of solubility a portion of the dose is almost inevitably
wasted, it nevertheless appears to answer its purpose.
Some of the Brussels physicians are now beginning to
employ sulphonal, but the sulphonal used seems to differ
from that which is employed in Wurzburg, as the effects are
said to be less certain and more tardy in making their
appearance.

CREOLINE INJECTIONS IN DYSENTERY.

Dr. N. P. Ossovsld of Tobolsk in Siberia communicates
to the Vrach an account of a series of trials he has made
of creoline injections in dysentery. The plan adopted
was to place the patient on all fours, so as to relax as
far as possible the abdominal pressure, and then, by
means of a long, soft gutta-percha tube passed up the
rectum, to inject slowly a per cent. solution, or rather
emulsion, of creoline, allowing this to remain as long
as possible, which was in most cases from five minutes
to half an hour, but occasionally several hours. The in-
jection was repeated twice, and sometimes three times, a
day, and in the great majority of instances very soon pro-
duced a marked improvement in the patient’s condition, the
tenesmus, blood, and number of stools becoming less or
disappearing altogether. In some cases the dysentery was
arrested, but a catarrhal condition was left. Here other
treatment had to be resorted to, as injections of acetate of
lead and tannic acid, together with cinchona and sulphate
of soda. Creoline injections were in no case found to produce
any undesirable symptoms, though they were employed in
children of under a year old, one of whom was suffering
from cholerina, and though they were used by Dr. Koloko-
loff, a colleague of Dr. Ossovski’s, of a strength double as
great as that mentioned above.

THE TREATMENT OF HERPES ZOSTER.

In answer to a question propounded in a German der-
matological journal as to the best method of cutting short
herpes zoster-if indeed such a method really exists-
Dr. Unna of Hamburg remarks that we must consider the
treatment under two heads: firstly, when the vesicles have
already formed, and the object is to prevent them sup-
purating ; and, secondly, when the vesicles have not actually
formed, and we wish to adopt a true abortive treatment, so as
altogether to prevent their formation. In the first case the
remedies to use are much the same as those which are em-
ployed for the purpose of preventing the papules of acne
becoming pustular-that is to say, for the abortive treat-
ment of a boil. Here the most important remedy of all is
sulphur, which can be applied in the form of a gelatinous
paste of sulphate of zinc; other useful substances, which
can be applied in the form of lotions containing spirit, are
corrosive sublimate, iodoform, carbolic acid, and resorcine.
For the true abortive treatment there is nothing like
ichthyol mixed with water and painted over the part
affected, or a strong paste of zinc and resorcine.
MENTHOL AND SAFFROL IN HEADACHE AND NEURALGIA.

Dr. C. L. Dana employs menthol in doses of from five to
twenty grains internally in migraine, in supra-orbital
neuralgia, and in headache, occurring in neurasthenic and
anaemic persons, also in sciatica, and states that he has
found this treatment exceedingly useful. The drug pro-
duces a feeling of warmth, and strengthens the action of the
heart without quickening it to any great degree; it also in-
creases the arterial tension. In anaemic and weakly indivi-
duals, in whom antipyrin is not devoid of danger, Dr. Dana
is disposed to prefer menthol for curing neuralgia. Another

remedy which he has used in headache and sciatica withequally good results is saffrol, the dose he gives being
twenty drops.

BUZZI ON THIOL.

Dr. Buzzi, assistant in the Dermatological Clinic of Pro-
fessor Schweninger in Berlin, uses thiol in many skin
affections, such as eczema in its early stage, intertrigo,
erysipelas, slight burns, pemphigus, impetigo, shingles, &c.
This substance is very much the same, both in composition
and in its therapeutic action, as ichthyol, being a mixture
of sulphonised hydro-carbons. It exists in two forms :
liquid thiol, which is a watery solution of the substance of
the strength of 40 per cent., and of the consistence of a thick
syrup ; also as dry thiol. Dr. Buzzi suggests that thiol
powder may very probably be found useful in surgery,
mixed perhaps with subnitrate of bismuth.

THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

THE meeting of Convocation of the University of London
took place on Tuesday last, Dr. F. J. Wood in the chair.
Mr. Henry E. Allen, LL.B., B.A., was re-elected Clerk of
Convocation.

Sir Philip Magnus presented the report of the Annual
Committee, and then moved the following resolution, which
was seconded by Sir Albert Rollit: "That Convocation

respectfully urges upon the Senate the importance of

memorialising the Government with a view to obtaining
a fixed annual grant for the purposes of the University,
with free control of its income, and that the present system
of maintenance be discontinued." " It was pointed out that
with the increasing number of candidates the University
would soon be quite independent of the annual vote on the
Estimates to cover the annual deficit; but in view of the
report of the Royal Commission and the uncertainties of
the position of the University, it was decided to omit the
words referring to the Government and the discontinuance
of the present system. With these omissions the resolution
was carried nem. con.
Mr. Spratling, B.Sc., moved, and Mr. W. L. Carpenter,

B.A., B.Sc., seconded, the following resolution: "That
the amended scheme for local examinations to be held by
this University now proposed by the Annual Committee, be
adopted by Convocation."
An amendment to institute local examinations by allow-

ing parts of the Matriculation Examination to be taken by
boys under the age of sixteen was negatived, and the
original resolution carried by a large majority.
The next resolution, referring to the same subject, moved

by Mr. Hinton, B.A., and Mr. O’Reilly, D.Sc., was also
carried nem con.: "That a Special Committee, to be called
the University of London Junior Local Examinations Com-
mittee, be appointed to further the object in view; that
such committee consist of fifteen members of Convocation,
and that it have power to confer with the Senate."
Mr. E. S. Weymouth, M.A., and Mr. O’Reilly, D.Se.,

moved and seconded the following resolution, which was
also passed. The figures upon which the resolution was
based showed some very extraordinary results in the per-
centage of failures in the different subjects of the examina-
tion from year to year :-" That the attention of the Senate
be called to the larger variations that have occurred in the
proportion of candidates who have failed in the examinations
in Arts, Science, and Laws; and that in view of these, Con-
vocation, while anxious to avoid undue interference with
the liberty of the examiner, respectfully suggests-(1) that
the Senate should urge upon the examiners the importance
of avoiding large changes in the standard of an examination;
(2) that every important variation in the standard should be
noticed, and that the examiners concerned should be asked
to give a reason for such variation; (3) that the supervision
which the Senate at present exercises over the setting and
marking of the papers should be especially exercised in the
case of the work of new examiners."
The notice of the Chairman with reference to Sir W.

Gull (quoted in our last week’s issue) was unanimously
adopted. In moving it, the Chairman read the passage in
the committee’s report referring to this subject. It runs
as follows :-" It is with much regret that your committee
learn that, in consequence of continued ill health, Sir
William W. Gull, Bart., has resigned his seat in the Senate.
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In December, 1856, Sir William Gull was one of the two
graduates who were placed upon the Senate by Sir George
Grey as a recognition of the right of the graduates to be
represented upon the governing body of the University. In
those early days his services were of great use, whilst his
name and reputation have ever helped to inspire confidence
in the administration of the Medical Faculty. Recently he
has given a proof of his continued interest in the University
by a munificent contribution to the fund for celebrating
the jubilee alike of Her Majesty’s accession to the throne
and of the foundation by her of this University."
On the motion of Dr. W. J. Collins, seconded by

Dr. Baines, it was resolved: "That it is desirable that a
paper in Surgery be added to the Pass Examination for
Bachelor of Surgery."
The House was counted out during the discussion of the

next motion, which had reference to the selection of a motto
for the University. During the sitting the election of the
Annual Committee took place.

PRESENTATION DAY.

The presentation of the successful graduates and under-
graduates of the University to the Chancellor, Earl
Granville, has evidently become one of the functions of the
London season. On Wednesday the theatre and gallery
were densely crowded with spectators, of whom a very large
majority were ladies. It was also curious to notice that,
whilst lady graduates always attend, a large number of the
successful male candidates fail to appear. Earl Granville,
in making a characteristic speech, referred in the kindest
terms to the services of Sir William Gull on the Senate, and
wished him years of rest on his retirement from public
duties. He pointed out the want of the necessary accom-
modation for properly carrying out the practical examina-
tions of the University, and we cannot but fear that this
deficiency may have much to do with the rejection of some
unfortunate candidates, who otherwise might have success-
fully passed through the ordeal. Sir John Lubbock made
some remarks on the financial grants to University Colleges
to be included in the Estimates, and on the Report of the
Royal Commission on Elementary Education. On this
occasion, for the first time, a lady, Mrs. Scharlieb, was
presented to the Chancellor as a Doctor of Medicine in the
University.

THE PARIS UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

The First Week.

IT is only when the Exhibition is approached for the
purpose of studying the detail of any one particular ques-
tion that its incomplete condition is fully appreciated.
Indeed, it is at once evident that any serious criticism must
be adjourned for a week or two. For the visitor who seeks
for amusement, music, picturesque scenery, gaiety, elegant
dresses, and the excitement of the throng of pleasure-
seekers, the Exhibition already affords ample attractions;
but a careful investigation, especially a scientific investiga-
tion, is impossible for the moment. On the Place des
Invalides, where there will be so much to interest the
sanitary and the social reformer, the Hygiene Section is

anything but ready. This section has a large building
entirely to itself abutting on to the main avenue. In
front there is a fountain with a statue representing
Hygeia. The building is of pure white, relieved with
decorations, in which yellow, red, and blue designs
serve to enshrine the names of Fabricius, Galen, Moses,
Mahomet, Tenon, and Hippocrates. As the exhibits of
the Colonies are immediately opposite, where the Mahom-
medan element predominates, it is perhaps partly as a
matter of policy that Mahomet is included among the
sanitary retormers whose names were chosen to adorn
this palace of health. Under the arch of the great
central door we recognise the familiar motto, "Mens
sana in corpore sano"; while the arch over the door
to the left bears the word "Hygiene," that to the right
"Assistance." Immediately on entering the last we come
upon the cradles of all ages, a very curious, interesting, and
in some respects instructive collection. There are also a

number of go-carts for infants, and quaint old pottery feeding-
bottles that illustrate the devices of previous generations.
No doubt this will be a popular corner of the Exhibition,
which will be viewed with tender feelings by many a
lady reformer who has devoted time and energy to the
care of the young. Then there is the old sucking fig, still
popular in rural districts. This is a fig tied up in a rag,
which infants suck for the hour together. As if to illus.
trate the danger of such devices, some of these rags are
already covered with green fungus. By their side are very
antiquated feeding-bottles made of horn, with a piece of
leather attached to the end. The leather is pierced with a
needle or pin, and through these small holes the infant
draws the milk from the horn, which, however, the nurse
must hold carefully upright. A step beyond we have
details concerning foundling hospitals, and models of some
among the principal asylums of France. But soon the visitor
gets entangled in packing-cases, covered with dust, torn
by nails, and his sense of comfort and safety induces him
to abandon his researches. Behind the building there are
outhouses, where there will in time be a very large assort-
ment of closets, which will practically illustrate the very
great progress accomplished in France of late years in this
phase of sanitation. But at present there is nothing to see;
and, worse still, some things which were in order, such as
a Danish portable hospital and the ambulance train, are
now shut up pending the completion of the neighbouring
exhibits.
On leaving the Hygiene Section, there is a smaller build-

ing devoted to sanitary engineering, where Messrs. Genest
and Horscher’s disinfecting stoves, ventilating fans, and
automatic flush tanks are now in course of erection, and
will be in working order in a week or two. Here the last
improvements may be put to a practical test. After this
we have the exhibits of the Ministry of War, which com-
prise some features of military hygiene. Then there remains
nothing to do but to leave the Esplanade des Invalides, and
take the long walk along the Seine embankment, which
leads to the Champs de Mars. Here also will be much to
interest hygienists. First, we have some model dairies,
including that of the London and Provincial Dairy Com-
pany, with specimens of all the best breeds of English
cows on the premises. There is steam power for all the
dairy operations, such as butter and cheese making ;
while English dairymaids, in fancy and neat dresses,
serve milk and clotted cream to the amazed and amused
Parisian visitors. It is needless to point out what an im-
portant health question is involved here; but before pro-
nouncing any definite opinion, it is only fair to wait till the
Dutch and other dairies are established and in working
order. As a non conductor of heat, the wire-wove roof of
the English dairy is an important innovation, which may,
however, at once be mentioned. After the dairies, we reach
other exhibits of food products, and those of the English-
Bovril, Brand, our great biscuit manufacturing firms, Liebig,
&c.-are all ready; while next door, in the Belgian section,
Faro is offered to all visitors, as if beer without hops was
the ideal of all thirsty pedestrians. Then a step further,
and Swiss women in the costumes of Bernese peasants
invite the consumption of a Swiss imitation of German
lager, with salt stick bread and gendarme sausage. After
this, as if thirst could never be assuaged, we pass an Italian
giant cask containing 80,000 litres, and then come upon the
land of wines, where Spanish Amontillado wages war with
Hungarian Tokay, and Epernay proudly exhibits the largest
tun of the Exhibition, as if nothing could compete with
French champagne.
From wines we travel to agriculture, where a fine model

of the sewage farm of Rheims is shown and many specimens
of the manure made from town sewage. There are also some
good veterinary exhibits, anatomical models, horse dentistry,
a great variety of horse-shoes, and even feeding-bottles for
horses. At last we reach the Champs de Mars, and there
make for the two pavilions in the central court-those of
the Prefects of Police and of the Seine. These being pre-
pared by the authorities themselves, it was only natural to
expect they would be fully ready. This, however, proved
to be another illusion, and only a small portion of these
very important exhibits is completed. The pavilion of the
Prefecture of Police contains the sanitary and insanitary
house, not yet finished, and all that relates to the drainage
jf Paris; and that of the Prefecture of the Seine has
M. Girard’s municipal laboratory for the detection of
idulteration, which is now complete; all the varioiii


